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The Community Podcast 
Episode 34: Early Warning Signs with Bob Cook 
List of available porn blocker resources  
 
 
 

The following porn blocking resource list has been provided by Matt Van Winkle and our friends over at the 
Better Pastors podcast (www.betterpastors.com).  Check them out and join their Facebook Group at: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/betterpastors/  
 
 
1. COVENANT EYES:  

 
Systems: Windows, MacOS, iOS, Android, Kindle Fire 
Price: $11.99/mo Personal; $15.99/mo Family 
Type: Accountability/Filtering 
Website: https://www.covenanteyes.com/  
 
Review: Covenant Eyes works primarily on the accountability system. By logging what sites you are looking 
at and emailing those sites to your accountability partner, Covenant Eyes works to make the accountability 
transparent. They include a filtering feature with the family pricing package, though the setup for the service 
isn’t necessarily simple and requires some things to go through. The filtering doesn’t work on Android 
devices and only works on in-app browsing on iOS. This is one of the more popular systems currently.  While 
it has some great features, this is by far the most costly of the group. It doesn’t include features that are 
elsewhere and stays in the game because of name recognition. However, that name recognition does give 
it some extra credibility if your accountability partner is wary of the whole experience.  

 
 
2. X3 WATCH 
 

Systems: iOS, Mac, Android, Windows, Chromebook, Kindle 
Price: $69.99/yr Individual; $99.99 Yearly 
Type: Accountability/Filtering 
Website: https://x3watch.com/  

 
Review:  X3 Watch is by the famous XXX Church. The software works on the accountability method and 
sends an email to your accountability partner, so they know what you are looking at.  The plan includes an 
8 part video series and a digital copy of the book Open. The service includes an app for either iOS or Android, 
and the iOS app does appear to include blocking. However, the desktop/laptop variety of x3 Watch does not 
include any filtering. X3 Watch does not include app monitoring on iOS but does with Android. If you are 
primarily using an iOS device to browse the internet, this is not the system I would use. While this lacks the 
features of some of the other systems, and the filtering is okay at best, what makes x3 Watch stand apart is 
the XXX Church resources behind it. The 8 part video series is something that none of the other reviewed 
systems have, and the book is an additional feature. One of the founders of XXX church, Craig Gross, hosts 
a podcast where different things are talked about. Although that resource doesn’t require any payment, the 
cost of x3 Watch is reasonable, and the resources are certainly a bonus.  
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3. NET NANNY 
 

Systems: Windows, MacOS, iOS, Android 
Price: $59.99-5 computers or devices; $89.99-10 computers or devices; $119.99-15 computers or devices 
Type: Filtering 
Website: https://www.netnanny.com/  
 
Review: Net Nanny is a comprehensive web filtering system. The system is meant for limiting a child’s access 
to the Internet. Including most major operating systems, the system has parental controls, Internet filtering, 
pornography blockers, time management, profanity masking, alerts and reporting, remote admin, and 
different user profiles. All in all the system is set up to block access to undesirable content so that it never 
has a chance to reach the child’s eyes, and would work for parents as well. Overall Net Nanny is priced 
reasonably for the devices it covers. However, if accountability is what you are looking for, this probably 
isn’t the best software for you. The filtering aspects are significant, and accountability could be set up, but 
it will not be an easy process. This system is not made for that, and the cumbersome nature of the setup 
might be a turn-off for those looking for accountability. However, this is the best of all the products I 
reviewed for filtering. 

 
 
4. ACCOUNTABLE 2 YOU 
 

Systems: Windows, MacOS, iOS, Android, Chromebook, Linux 
Price: $6.99/mo Individual; $11.99/mo Family 
Type: Accountability 
Website: https://www.accountable2you.com/  
 
Review: Accountable 2 You has the very unfortunate numeral two where the preposition to should be, but 
aside from that, it is the strongest accountability coverage for anyone with an Android device.  Text messages 
can be reported, location accountability can be enabled, and Facebook Messenger can be checked. For 
Android, there is no stronger coverage. However, other devices have less coverage, but still notify the 
accountability partner when the app is uninstalled and monitors browsing. For iOS, this monitoring is done 
via VPN and only when the app is being used to browse, not with Safari. This is one of the few programs that 
include Linux in it’s monitoring functions. One main feature that is touted is the ability to opt out of recording 
sensitive information in certain apps. If you work with any sensitive data, this feature is one that is almost 
needed for your work to be done well. Accountable 2 You is a well-priced accountability system. If you are 
using an Android device, there simply is nothing in this review that matches the Android app features that 
they have.  

 
 
5. CIRCLE  
 

Systems: Devices connected to Circle, or Circle Go Devices (iOS, Android) 
Price: $99 Circle Home; $4.99/mo Circle Go (up to 10 devices on either iOS or Android); $4.99/mo Circle on 
Netgear 
Type: Filtering 
Website: https://meetcircle.com  
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Review: Circle is the most different of the products and services reviewed here. Circle works by connecting 
to your home’s wifi and can modify the data sent from the router to your families device. In this manner, 
you can set up bedtime, pause the wifi for the whole house, or just filter what websites are appropriate. 
While the device does come with some presets for different age ranges, you can also set up different apps 
and websites that aren’t allowed. These all work while any device is connected to the home wifi, and only 
costs the $99 fee for the device. You can use the same thing with some existing Netgear Routers for the 
monthly fee, without having to use any additional hardware. For devices on the go, Circle offers Circle Go. 
This uses many of the same features that others do, like the VPN, and allows parents to control what the 
devices are used for, when they are used, and how long they are used. The one time cost of the Circle is 
attractive, though the Circle Go is more expensive in the long run than some of the other systems. Circle is 
the only one of these reviewed products that doesn’t operate on the device level on wifi. For those looking 
to lock down the house, this may be the best option. 
 
 
Matt Van Winkle 
Host, Better Pastors Podcast 
www.betterpastors.com  


